
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of Crakes found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit  
http://ogaclicks.com/crake

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or workshops 
please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/crake
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Crakes found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

1 Andaman Crake Rallina canningi

2 Baillon's Crake Zapornia pusilla

3 Black-tailed Crake Zapornia bicolor

4 Brown Crake Amaurornis  akool

5 Corn crake Crex crex

6 Little Crake Zapornia parva

7 Ruddy-breasted Crake Zapornia fusca

8 Slaty-legged Crake Rallina eurizonoides

9 Spotted Crake Porzana porzana



Andaman Crake identification Tips
Andaman Crake : Rallina canningi :  Resident of Andaman island in India

Crown & head are glossy chestnut

Unbarred under tail-coverts

Upperparts are glossy chestnut

Glossy chestnut Breast

Barred glossy chestnut primaries

Chin & Throat are glossy chestnut

Legs are brown/ grey
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Bright apple green 
bill  with narrow 
whitish tip

Red eyes

Extensive bold barring  on underparts



Baillon's Crake identification Tips
Baillon's Crake : Zapornia pusilla :  Widespread Winter visitor & Passage migrant in India

Crown & head are Brown with streaks

Barred under tail-coverts

Brown upperparts with some white markings

Blue -Grey Underparts

Pale patch on chin 

Legs are greenish grey, olive or yellowish

©www.ogaclicks.com

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Bill is yellow or green 
without a red base

Red eyes
Rear flanks are barred black and white

Blue -Grey face



Black-tailed Crake identification Tips
Black-tailed Crake : Zapornia bicolor :  Resident of Eastern Himalayas & North East India

Crown & head are Ash grey

Black tail

Rufous-brown upperparts

Ashy Grey Underparts

Pale patch on chin 

Legs are dull to bright red
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Bill is pale bluish green with 
pale tip and red patch near 
base

Red eyes with red orbital skin

Ashy Grey face



Brown Crake identification Tips
Brown Crake : Amaurornis  akool :  Widespread Resident in India

Crown & head are Olive brown

Olive Brown tail

Olive brown upperparts

Dark slate grey underparts

White Chin & throat

Legs are pinkish  brown to purple 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Bill is Greenish

Red eyes
Grey face

Olive brown Undertail-coverts

Olive brown Flanks



Corn Crake identification Tips
Corn Crake: Crex crex :  Vagrant in India

Crown & head are brown with streaks

Brown tail

Buff streaked brownish-black upperparts

slate grey underparts

Grey Chin & throat

Legs are pinkish  brown to purple 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Bill is flesh-toned

Brown eyes Grey streak over eye 

Chestnut wings

Rust-coloured  flanks with white bars

Rust-coloured  Undertail covert with white bars

Brown Cheek patch



Little Crake identification Tips
Little Crake : Porzana parva:  Sporadic winter visitor in India

Crown & head are brown with streaks

Brown tail

Buff streaked brownish-black upperparts

Slate grey underparts

Grey Chin & throat

Legs are green

©www.ogaclicks.com

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Difference from male

Red spot at base 
of green bill

Red eyes

Pale olive brown stripe along scapulars

Narrow white bars on rear flanks

Black and white barring 
on Undertail-coverts

Grey face

Buff underparts

Buff cheek patch

Whitish chin and throat

Female

Male



Ruddy-breasted Crake identification Tips
Ruddy-breasted Crake : Porzana fusca :  Resident in Western Ghats, East & North East India

Crown & head are Chestnut Brown tail
Dark Olive Brown  upperparts

Chestnut Chin & throat

Legs are orange-pink
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Grey bill

Red eyes

Chestnut underparts

Dark brown & white barring on rear flanks

Dark brown & white 
barring on Undertail-
coverts

Grey face

Male



Slaty-legged Crake identification Tips - R. e. amauroptera
Slaty-legged Crake : Rallina eurizonoides amauroptera :  Summer visitor  in Western Ghats & Lower central Himalayas ; Resident in East & 
North East India

Crown & head are Chestnut Brown tail

Dark Brown  upperparts

Chestnut Chin & throat

Legs are Grey
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Yellowish –grey bill

Red eyes

Chestnut Breast & Upper belly
Black-and-white barring on belly

Black-and-white barring on 
Undertail-coverts

Chestnut  face

Male

Black-and-white barring on the flanks



Spotted Crake identification Tips
Spotted Crake : Porzana porzana :  Sporadic Winter visitor across India ( Except East)

Crown is brown with streaks

Brown tail
Dark Brown  upperparts

Grey Chin & throat

Legs are Green 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both sexes are similar

Yellow bill with greenish tip 
and orange-red spot at base 
of upper mandible

Red eyes

Grey Breast

Unmarked Buff Undertail-coverts

Brown  Patch

Male

Barred flanks

Grey Face


